NOTES FROM WESCOE

Chair’s Message

Dear Alums,
2018 has been another eventful year, as you will see in reading
through our newsletter. In the summer I sent a message
highlighting events from spring semester. Let me highlight some
of the events from fall semester, which is wrapping up. In the
fall the department participated in hosting two conferences, the
42nd annual Mid-America Medieval Association Conference and
“The Unexpected Caribbean,” which was linked to KU Common
Book Create Dangerously by Haitian American author Edwidge
Danticat and the KU Common Work of Art Marie Laveau by
Haitian American painter Ulrick Jean-Pierre. Also in the fall,
we had visits from Senegalese filmmaker Mamadou Dia and
Professor Bruno Jean-François from Penn State. Both of these
speakers were able to attend Professor Antje Ziethen’s course,
“French-Speaking World Outside France,” and Mamadou Dia
also participated in Professor Van Kelly’s graduate seminar,
“Empires and Beyond Empire.”
On a personal note, my semester ended by a trip to New Haven,
Connecticut to celebrate my dissertation advisor, Edwin (Ned)
Duval, who is retiring. When you think of a particular teacher
who had a profound impact on your life, Ned was the most
important to me. If you follow us on Twitter or Facebook, you
may have seen my posts about “French Jayhawks at Yale.” It
was very satisfying to meet up with three of our former students
there—Abigail Fields, who completed her BA with us in May
2017 (as well as a BS in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology) and
who after spending a year as a Fulbright teacher in France is in
her first year of the PhD program in French at Yale; Mary Claire
Chao, who completed an MA with us and plans to begin a PhD
program in French next year at Brown University; and Stephanie
Shiflett, who did both a BA and MA with us and is completing a
PhD in French at Boston University. I love that wherever you go,
you can always find Jayhawks, and it isn’t all that hard to find
Jayhawks who studied French or Italian at KU.

Once every seven years, departments are required by the Kansas
Board or Regents to undergo a self-study and external review.
At the end of October, after producing a 60-page self-study,
we welcomed an external review team comprised of faculty
from the University of North Carolina, the University of Virginia,
and Dartmouth University. The report they submitted was
very complimentary. Despite shrinking enrollments, we have
further strengthened our programs at both the undergraduate
and graduate levels. They noted the many innovations and
improvements we have brought to our programs and the
increasing diversity of our curriculum. They observed, “we
were extremely impressed by the quality of the Department’s
undergraduate and graduate programs and by the enormous
dedication, hard work, and professionalism of its faculty. We
came away with admiration for a faculty group of teacherscholars that does a first-rate job with limited resources, an
accomplishment we attribute in large part to the commitment
of individual faculty members, [and] to a healthy sense of
collectivity that marks the Department.”
The fall did not come without sadness. In November, our retired
colleague, Professor Emerita Jan Kozma, lost her battle to
cancer. At the end of the newsletter, you can read her obituary.
On another front, we continue to move forward in uncertain
times, as the realities of KU’s latest $20 million budget cut begin
to take shape. We will do our best to ensure that this does not
have a negative impact on our students. At times, it can all feel
rather bleak. But despite my penchant for complaining, the
truth is that I get to work with some really terrific people, both
colleagues and students. I am also tremendously grateful for our
alums and friends of the department who provide all kinds of
support, from kind words to donations. I wish you all a peaceful
holiday season. I am curious to know what 2019 will bring.
Happy Holidays!
-Bruce Hayes, FFIT chair
P.S. Next year for the newsletter, I would like to include an
Alumni News section. Look for my request for news next
summer!
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Top row (left to right): Spring 2018 Scholarship Recipients, Mamadou Dia
Bottom row (left to right): MAMA Conference, Jayhawks at Yale
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Message from the Director of Graduate Studies

The graduate programs in French and Francophone Studies have
had (yet another) remarkable year. At our annual fall graduate
convocation, which this year took the form of a Mr. Bacon
BBQ© in the “historic Union Pacific Depot,” to quote the City
of Lawrence, we welcomed an incoming class of M.A. and Ph.D.
candidates recruited from the University of Arizona, University
of North Texas, Université de Franche-Comté, University of
Tehran, University of Cape Coast-Ghana, Kwame Nkrumah
University, and, of course, the University of Kansas, whose
strong undergraduate programs often contribute one or two
topnotch candidates to our M.A. in French and Francophone
studies: Wijdane, Ousmane, Christopher, Nima, Brigid, et Emily,
soyez bienvenu(ë)s! This is the most international class in recent
memory, with students from Ghana, Senegal, Iran, France,
and the U.S. This entering class also includes a recipient of
the university’s Allen S. Wilber Scholarship, Emily Hoy, who
is studying for the M.A. in French and Francophone Studies.
The Wilber Scholarship is awarded to women like Emily who
completed undergraduate degree work at the University of
Kansas and wish to pursue graduate study at KU.
In the spring, one of our M.A. candidates, also a former KU
French major, Helena Buchman, finished her M.A. degree with
a flourish. Félicitations, Helena! Our current graduate students
have been very active professionally: among others, Hall Center
Doctoral Fellow Emily Fredrich attended the Institut d’histoire
de la Réformation at the University of Geneva to participate
in a five-day intensive course, “Constructing Faith, Confessing
One’s Own Faith. Producing and Criticizing Religious Norms
in the Reformed Communities, 16th-18th Centuries”; doctoral
candidate Kristi Roney (who defended her dissertation on Balzac
and economics in spring 2018) presented at the NineteenthCentury French Studies Conference; and doctoral candidate
Clarisse Barbier co-presented at the meeting of the Midwest
Association for Language Learning Technology with Dr. Gillian
Weatherly (KU Ph.D. in French, 2014, and our Second Year
French Language Coordinator). Clarisse Barbier, in addition, has
been named a national digital humanities scholar in HASTAC
(Humanities, Arts, Science, and Technology Alliance and
Collaboratory) for the years 2017-2019, and she serves as an
Advisory Board member of KU’s Institute for Digital Research
in the Humanities. Doctoral candidate Christina Lord received
a Graduate Studies Summer Fellowship to continue work on
her dissertation, which revolves around French science fiction
from late nineteenth century to present, and she also was the
recipient of a Hall Center Richard and Jeannette Sias Graduate
Fellowship in the Humanities for fall 2018.

4

Notes from Wescoe, Fall 2018

(The goal of the graduate fellowship is to provide fellows
with one intensive semester at the Hall Center for Humanities
to make significant progress on their dissertation). Doctoral
candidate Ellen Collier received a grant to attend the National
Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar for College
and University Teachers at the University of Illinois-Wesleyan.
The seminar, “Courtly Lyric in the Medieval French Tradition:
Poetry as Performance,” relates to her dissertation topic on the
French poet Eustache Deschamps. M.A. candidate Olivia Cooper
presented three papers (yes, only three! what a disappointment!)
respectively at the Renaissance Studies Graduate Student
Conference at the internationally-renowned Newberry Center
in Chicago; the Mid-America Medieval Association at exotic KU;
and the Mediterranean Studies Association in mundane, boring
Sorrento, Italy. Garrett Gaddy, in his final year of the M.A., was
lecteur d’anglais at the Université de Franche-Comté during the
academic year 2017-2018. Danielle Schablitsky was awarded a
U.S. Department of Education FLAS (Foreign Language Area
Studies) summer grant to study the West African language
Wolof at KU’s Kansas African Studies Center on campus. Emily
Hoy, too, received FLAS funding to study Wolof in Dakar,
Senegal. Baax na! Jàmm rekk, soxna Danielle ak soxna Emily!

Image: Fall 2018 Grad Student Mock Conference

Several students (Andi Ghaderi, Jacob Hendrix, Olivia Cooper,
Emily Frederich, Emily Hoy, Brigid Enchill, among others) are
pursuing Graduate Certificates in African Studies, Second
Language Studies, Global and International Studies, and/or
Medieval and Early Modern Studies, in addition to their course
work in French. As you can see, our graduate students’ activities
are very varied and dynamic, and they represent us well in the
university community, nationally, and abroad. Ah! and I hasten
to mention that Kristi Roney’s article, “The Bible and the Balance
Sheet in Pilhes’s L’imprécateur,” appeared in the March issue
(91.3) of The French Review, and that Christina Lord has had an
article, entitled “Facing the Science-Fictional Other: Redefining
Human-Alien Contact in J.H. Rosny aîné’s “Les Xipéhuz (1887),”
accepted for publication in Nineteenth-Century French Studies.
Last, but certainly not least, three of our graduate students,
Mary Claire Chao (M.A. 2017), Ellen Collier, and Christina Lord
published translations of scholarly articles for an issue of
Yale French Studies (no. 133, June 2018), “’Detecting’ Patrick
Modiano,” Modiano being the last in a long line of French writers
who dominate the Nobel Prize in Literature. At the graduate
recognition luncheon on stop day in May 2019, we undoubtedly
will have many further reasons to be proud of our students, as
they further our longstanding (and ever-growing!) excellence in
French and Francophone graduate studies.
-Van Kelly, Director of Graduate Studies
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French Undergraduate Program

In spring of 2018, the department awarded 24 French,
Francophone & Italian BA degrees, more than any other
language department, including Spanish & Portuguese. In
the spring, we inducted more than 20 new members of the
French honors society, Pi Delta Phi. On May 1, Pi Delta Phi held
a Percentage Night at Chipotle that raised over $600, half
of which was donated to La Maison de la naissance Birthing
Center in Haiti. We continue to hold a recruitment event in the
fall targeting performing and engaged students in the 100- and
200-level language classes which has had a positive impact
on our major and minor numbers. French Club continues to
thrive, with activities in the fall that included a coffee tasting at
Repetition Coffee, a fierce soccer game with the Italian Club, a
movie night, and a fondue night. A big, positive change in the
fall was a major reboot of French Table, a revolution-of-sorts
led by Professor Antje Ziethen. Instead of two or three students
awkwardly meeting in a room in Wescoe, students now meet on
Tuesdays at McLain’s (when they’re not playing pétanque) and
each week more than 20 students participate. Despite shrinking
enrollments, this has been a very positive and fun year for our
undergraduates.
-Paul Scott, Co-Director of French Undergraduate Studies and
Antje Ziethen, Pi Delta Phi and French Table Faculty Advisor

Images top to bottom: Coffee Tasting, French Table, Fondue
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Italian Undergraduate Program

The Italian Program at KU had another good, sunny year with…
cheesy chances of meatballs (or arancini).
Thanks to our friendly group of students who expanded the
newly founded Italian Club, students and faculty members
worked together on numerous events and activities (including
film screenings, museum visits, sports, cooking classes, games,
and parties). Students played a friendly soccer match in
September and cooked together on multiple occasions thanks
to the collaboration of the St. Lawrence Catholic Center. In
November, for instance, the Italian Club learned out to cook a
Sicilian delicacy, gli arancini.
In February, our recent addition, Visiting Assistant Professor
Nicola Di Nino, inaugurated the Annual Lecture for the Local
Chapter of the GKA Italian National Honor Society, with a talk
entitled Autonomy Vs. Authority in Saverio Costanzo’s “In
Memory of Me.”
As usual, our students gather every Thursday at 5 at a local
institution, Wheatfields Bakery, where they mingle with Italian
instructors and other community members to converse and a
have a slice of cake at the Tavola Italiana. Meanwhile, Edward
Bowen has continued to run the Italian Film Series with four
screenings for his students and the general public. In the Fall,
Dr. Bowen taught a successful new course devoted to Italian
Cinema.
In April, Professor Emeritus Paolo Valesio (Columbia University)
came from Bologna to be our guest speaker of the semester.
He spoke about mysticism and poetry at the Spencer Research
Library. The talk was introduced by a bilingual reading of his
poetry, thanks to the collaboration of faculty members and
students.
For the first time in recent years, the students of the Italian
Program celebrated the end of the academic year at a
glamorous popular event, the so-called Alpine Party, a jointeffort in collaboration with students of French, German and
Slavic. It was a Babel of joy and cheer!
-Patrizio Ceccagnoli, Director of the Italian Program

Top: Italian Table
Middle (left to right): Arancini, Italian Graduation
Bottom: Alpine Party
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Postcards from France

This was an exciting year for our Paris Summer Language
Institute! After running for many years in our old format, 2018
was our year for change. Our greatest concern was making the
program accessible to as many students as possible and so it
was that we rolled up our sleeves and got to work optimizing
costs. As a substitute to the two-week travel portion, for
example, we designed what turned out to be two very intense
but very exciting weekend trips. Our first weekend in Normandy
was a whirlwind that took us from Mont Saint Michel to Omaha
beach, by way of Caen and Pointe du Hoc, not to mention a
series of culinary delights. Our second weekend in the Loire
Valley was even more action-packed with (alliterating) stops in
Chartres, Chenonceau, and Chambord. We rounded out the trip
with an amazing picnic gathered earlier that day the Halles de
Tours in view of François I’s modest hunting lodge (pictured).
Back in Paris, students and faculty were all very happy to
continue our ongoing collaboration with École de l’Étoile.
While Paris is exciting no matter what you make of it, we were
especially fortunate this year to be a part of les Bleus’ first World
Cup victory in two decades. The program director (yours truly)
cannot vouch for the adventures this might have provided to our
Jayhawks but she can certify that every last one of them came
to class bright and early the next morning.
As our program continues to evolve to better serve our students,
we are all looking forward to even more exciting developments
in 2019.
-Christine Bourgeois, Paris SLI 2018 Director
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“Studying abroad in Angers, France has been the most
rewarding experience of my life. It has been a dream of mine
to study in France since long before I started studying French,
and thanks to the incredible generosity of the department, this
dream has been able to become a reality. I can truly say that
studying here in France has been the happiest that I’ve ever
been in my life and I truly cannot thank the French and Italian
Department, its professors, and the Study Abroad Office enough
for allowing me to experience this incredible opportunity. I
recommend this program to everyone that is studying in the
department. Meeting and becoming friends with people from so
many diverse backgrounds has had an incredibly positive impact
on my life, and I am certain that my time here will continue to
aide me and influence my decisions long after I have returned to
the United States.”
-Noah Christilles, Angers 2018-19
“My semester in Angers has been a life-changing experience.
The CIDEF program allowed me to eat, drink, think, breathe, and
dream in French. My confidence in my French ability has never
been higher.”
-Nolan Brey, Angers, Fall 2018

“By studying abroad in Angers, France, I was able to refine my
French skills and discover what it truly means to be French. I
will continue to travel the world with the friends I have made
through this experience and I will always consider my host mom
and dad as my second family. Studying abroad opened my eyes
to see the world through a new perspective and I will forever
be grateful that I was able to spend my final semester at the
University of Kansas in France.”
-Ashley Cossaart, Angers, Fall 2018

“I never would have been able to completely understand life
in France if I had not had the opportunity to immersed myself
in French culture. My time in France has greatly improved my
fluency in French as well as enhanced my wanderlust and taste
for delicious pastries! I’m grateful to have found lifelong friends
in my host family and to have traveled to historical sites that I
never knew existed. As a French major, c’était un rêve devenu
réalité.”
-Leslie Muse, Angers, Fall 2018

“Studying at Sciences Po Aix has been a wonderful opportunity
to engage with students from around the world and dive deeper
into the subjects I’m passionate about. I’m already looking
forward to travelling more and taking some really interesting
classes next semester! Overall this has truly been a wonderful
experience, and I’m so grateful for the department’s support in
helping me make this possible.”
-Annabel Dolan, Aix-en-Provence, 2018-19
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Here are some pictures and testimonials from scholarship
recipients studying in France this year:

Postcards from Italy

The Florence Summer Language Institute this past summer, led
by Edward Bowen and Nicola Di Nino, featured 14 students, six
of whom studied for two months. Cultural activities included day
trips to Arezzo, Pistoia, and Pisa, and class visits to museums,
churches, and a private art gallery in Florence. Students also
took two cooking classes per month where they learned how
to prepare an antipasto, primo piatto, and dolce. In their tours
around Florence, many students enjoyed walking to the church
of San Miniato al Monte to take in a spectacular view of the city.
The photo below is of a class visit to the Sant’Ambrogio outdoor
market where students asked vendors questions about their
produce.
-Edward Bowen and Nicola Di Nino, Florence SLI 2018
Co-Directors
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Here are several comments and photos from students who
studied abroad in Italy:
“I believe my trip to Florence this past summer provided me
invaluable experiences. Sometimes I still feel like it was all
a dream. I formed so many great relationships with fellow
students, my host family, and even the incredible teachers. I will
always feel like I left a part of me in Italy that summer. Being a
student in the country was so much better than simply being a
tourist. Studying the language before and during my trip allowed
me to have a greater respect for Italian history, culture, and
community.”
-Brianna Mears, Florence SLI

“My trip to Italy was one of the highlights of my life. In addition
to studying Italian, I explored the museums throughout Florence
with the friends I made while abroad and traveled to various
towns across Italy including Rome, Venice, Siena, La Spezia, the
Cinque Terre, Arezzo, and Pistoia. My host family was inviting
and cooked delicious food. I miss my time in Italy and wish I
could go back!”
-David Halliwell, Florence SLI

“The photo below is one from the night my host mom took
my roommate, Clara, and I out to see a play that her brother
put on with local church children. That night was one of the
best because after we all stood on a hill overlooking Florence
while our host mom pointed out landmarks like the Duomo and
Piazzale Michelangelo. I felt like a local in Florence and gained
more knowledge about Florentines. I will cherish my time with
my host mom more than anything else about the trip as she took
us out to a comedy show and an orchestra concert during the
month.”
-Samantha Milke, Florence SLI

11

Faculty News

Tom Booker presented a paper, “Flaubert as Frankenstein?
Assembling and Disassembling Madame Bovary,” at the
International Conference on Romanticism, hosted by Clemson
University, in October. Like Julien Sorel, he takes refuge in
the mountains in the summer, but during the academic year
still enjoys teaching at all levels, from second-year Honors to
graduate courses on narrative and the novel.
He welcomes hearing from former students.
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Edward Bowen published an article in the journal Cinema e
storia on the history of one of Rome’s leading movie theaters
during the Fascist period. This past year, he especially enjoyed
directing an independent study on museums, churches, and
palaces in Florence for the summer program. The photo below,
with students Cody Barry, Clara Morrisey, and a museum guide,
was taken in the Laurentian Library.
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2018 was another busy year for Christine Bourgeois, who, since
being promoted to Assistant Specialist in 2017 has become a
permeant fixture of the undergraduate direction team. This has
meant fun things, like continuing to act as faculty advisor to our
thriving French Club, and less fun things, like overseeing the
recertification of CORE Goal 4.2 for the majority of our courses.
In the meantime, while she continues to plug away at her first
monograph, she placed articles this year in French Forum and
Medium Ævum and is currently wrapping up shorter projects
on Anne Hébert’s Kamouraska and Christine de Pizan’s Livre
de la Cité des Dames. The highlight of the year, however, was
certainly directing the Paris SLI for the first time along with GTA
extraordinaire, Olivia Cooper.

Patrizio Ceccagnoli talked about Boccaccio’s Decameron
and its intertextuality with the medieval Italian poet Cecco
Angiolieri at the Hall Center for the Humanities in March. In
the summer, he attended the annual American Association
Italian Studies conference in Sorrento. His talk was entitled
“Dog, Man, Dog…: Two Instances of Anthropomorphism and
Post-Anthropocentrism in Italian Literature” and focused on
the canine affinities of four literary works: one poem by Italian
avant-garde artist Filippo Tommaso Marinetti and one by the
celebrated Australian poet, Les Murray; this comparative study
was completed by the analysis of the personifications of dogs
in two novels, the American Timbuktu by Paul Auster and Neve,
cane, piede by the Italian writer Claudio Morandini. Between
March and August, he conducted research for his monograph at
The Wolfsonian in Miami Beach and the MART in Rovereto, Italy.
Some of his literary translations appeared in the summer issue
of the Kenyon Review and one of his articles was featured in a
catalogue for an exhibition on Italian Futurism held in Naples.
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More Faculty News

Marina de Fazio’s retirement is approaching. She taught her
last class in the fall semester, but will continue directing the
Italian program in the spring. While she will cherish, for a few
more months, time spent in the jolly halls of Wescoe, she looks
forward to begin a new chapter in her life.

Nicola Di Nino taught a First-Year Experience course in Italian
entitled, “Italian Food Culture and National Identity.” The class
was a huge success among freshmen who now want to continue
studying Italian at KU.
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Diane Fourny closed out her two-year term this past August as
President of the Kansas chapter of AATF (American Association
of Teachers of French), but is very much comforted by the
thought that she has placed ongoing work in the very able
hands of Katrina Carey, former French SLI-Paris student and
alumna of the Department, now teaching French at Olathe
East High School in Kansas. Thanks to concerted efforts on the
part of Department Chair, Bruce Hayes, the AATF-Kansas has
found a permanent partner, offering a full-day immersion day
workshop for teachers of French held on campus every spring
since 2017. Fourny continued torturing undergraduates this
past year, submitting them to sublime readings in eighteenthcentury French literature (FREN 462) and the not-so-sublime
genre of the “explication de texte” (FREN 326). She continues
to marvel at her students’ tenacity with and wonderment of
the study of another language and culture, and in many, many
instances, their excellent command of spoken French at such
an early stage in their careers. Her research efforts remain
focused on Enlightenment French writers and China, and she
produced two forthcoming articles on “Core and Peripheral
Civilizations. Voltaire’s Tragic Vision and Historical Thinking
in L’Orphelin de la Chine” in The Eighteenth Century. Theory
and Interpretation and “A Strange Familiarity: Monkeys and
Chinamen in Enlightenment France” in The French Review, along
with two books reviews on Rousseau’s theatre and the politics
of autobiography. A third Franco-Sino article will be sent off for
consideration once December finals week comes to an end and
grades are posted. In this article manuscript, Fourny reassesses
the sources and impact of the first book-length biography in a
European language written on Confucius by French missionary
to China, Jean-Josèphe-Marie Amiot (1718-1793), a copy of which
is housed at KU’s Spencer Library Special Collections.
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Bruce Hayes completed two big projects, a special issue of
Yale French Studies, “The Construction of a National Vernacular
Literature in the Renaissance - Essays in Honor of Edwin M.
Duval,” and revisions on his book manuscript, Castigating
Comedy: Sardonic Laughter and Religious Polemics in
Renaissance France. In December he returned to Yale to help
host a conference in honor of his dissertation advisor, Edwin
(Ned) Duval.

Mary Byrd Kelly translated an article on Rabelais that is
appearing in the Fall 2018 issue of Yale French Studies.

Caroline Jewers spent the spring on sabbatical, mostly in
London, working on her scholarly edition of the Roman de Giglan
at the British Library. She gave invited lectures at the Virginia
Military Institute, and at the University of Missouri - Kansas City,
and gave a paper at the Mediterranean Studies Association
annual conference that was held in late May/early June at the
Sant’Anna Institute in Sorrento, Italy. She also did research at the
archives of the City of Grenoble in July. This fall she was Acting
Director of the School of Languages, Literatures & Cultures, and
ran the 42nd Mid-America Medieval Association Conference
here on the Lawrence campus in late September. She taught a
new course this fall on the history of French detective fiction,
something she hopes one day to pursue as a topic of research.

Van Kelly, who serves as Director of French and Francophone
Graduate Studies, published in the June 2018 issue of Yale French
Studies an article entitled “Mapping Self and/as Other: Attempts
to Fuse Horizons in Modiano and Le Clézio,” on the two most
recent French winners of the Nobel Prize for Literature. In fall 2018,
he taught a graduate seminar, “Empires and Beyond Empire,”
where M.A. and Ph.D. students studied the writings of French and
Francophone writers André Malraux, Ousmane Sembène, Assia
Djebar, Cheikh Hamidou Kane and Boubacar Boris Diop. Van will
be on sabbatical leave in spring 2019 and will travel to France and
Senegal to pursue writing and research for his project “Cityscapes
and Mindscapes: Mapping ‘Border Crossings’ within Political, Social,
and Spiritual Spaces of Dakar and Saint-Louis, Senegal, through the
Optic of Literature and Film.”
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Even More Faculty News

Allan H. Pasco, the Hall Distinguished Professor of NineteenthCentury Literature, just became a Chevalier in the Ordre des
Palmes Académiques, established in 1808 by Napoléon to honor
those who promote French culture through their teaching and
research. He is finishing his eleventh book, to be published
by Routledge, where he tries to explain why some examples
of the French short story rise well above others as long-lived
masterpieces.

Kim Swanson continues her research on the phonological
acquisition of French and English, and she has three articles
currently under review that explore both the practical (effects
of pronunciation training) and theoretical sides of acquiring
properties of pronunciation. In addition, she is working on
writing up the results of two studies on the use of dictation in
first- and second-year French. As the director of the elementaryand intermediate-level French program, she enjoys working with
the Graduate Teaching Assistants on their pedagogical training
and development. This year, she and Gillian Weatherley have
begun implementation of a new curriculum and materials in the
100- and 200-level classes, which includes a more sophisticated
online system that helps students to work more independently
with French outside of the classroom. In Spring 2018, she
received the Jessie Marie Senor Cramer & Ann Cramer Root
Award for excellence in teaching and research.

Paul Scott gave a paper at a science-fiction conference at
McMaster University, Canada, in May 2018 and submitted
three articles on fairy tales, seventeenth-century theater, and
TV zombie shows. He continues his work as general editor of
The Year’s Work in Modern Language Studies and is currently
working on expanding the periodical’s coverage of minority and
endangered languages.

In spring 2018 Antje Ziethen was awarded the Jessie Cramer
& Ann Cramer Root Professorship. In April, she pursued
research at the Newberry Library in Chicago for her new book
Heteropolis: The Urban Americas in African Literature. During the
fall semester, she participated in the Hall Center Fall Colloquium
where she presented a recently submitted article on African
speculative fiction. Her article « Convergences urbaines: La ville
dans les littératures africaines de l’Atlantique Noir » has been
accepted for publication by the Journal of the African Literature
Association.
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In Memoriam

JANICE KOZMA passed away peacefully at her home on
November 9.
Jan was born on December 20, 1945 in Wyandotte, Michigan
to parents William and Mary Pedica Kozma. She grew up in
Trenton, Michigan and attended the University of Michigan
where she obtained her B.A., M.A. and in 1973 her Ph.D. in Italian.
During this period of study, she spent one year in Rome where
she taught English as a foreign language.
Jan accepted the first job of her professional career in 1973,
teaching Italian at the University of Kentucky. She next taught
at Florida International University before accepting an assistant
professorship at the University of Kansas in 1977.
For thirty-seven years Jan devoted herself to teaching at all
levels of Italian language and literature in the Department of
French and Italian at KU. Early in her career, she published two
textbooks on Italian language. In 1978, she instituted the KU
Study Abroad Program in Florence and Rome and directed it
herself many times. For her excellence in teaching, she received
a Kemper Award and a Mortar Board Award, and she was a
five-time winner of the Cramer Award. From 1987-1992, she
served as Department Chairperson. She attained the rank of full
professor in 1992. Throughout the years, she served on and at
times chaired numerous committees for the University and the
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.
Aside from teaching and service, Jan’s interests at KU were
the novel and poetry of nineteenth- and twentieth-century
Italy, in particular the work of Alberto Moravia, Vasco Pratolini,
Francesca Duranti, and Nobel Laureate Grazia Deledda. She was
the author of two books of literary criticism, The Architecture
of Imagery in Alberto Moravia’s Fiction and Grazia Deledda’s
Eternal-Adolescents: The Pathology of Arrested Maturation. She
also translated three novels by Deledda and wrote numerous
articles and book reviews. For her academic contributions to
the field of Italian language and literature, Italy honored Jan by
naming her Knight of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic.
Retirement in 2014 marked a new phase in Jan’s teaching life as
she shared her expertise in Italian culture and cuisine in classes
she taught to senior adults at the KU Osher Institute and in a
lecture at the Lawrence Public Library.
In 1981 Jan married Tom Southall, Historian of Photography and
Curator of the Photography Collection at KU’s Spencer Museum
of Art. They divorced in 1989. She is survived by her brother,
Norman, of Trenton, Michigan, and by numerous cousins in the
U.S. and in Rome. She will be missed by her many friends from
KU, the Lawrence community and beyond.
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In November, we lost our Italian professor emerita, Jan Kozma,
to cancer. Here is the obituary written by our own Mary Byrd
Kelly, a colleague and friend who went above and beyond
helping Jan over the course of many months.

