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Chair’s Message
by Bruce Hayes

As I pause to think about another very

for Christian Beer and the student workers who produce

busy and productive year, I am deeply

the newsletter you are reading.

grateful for all those who helped make
it possible. I am grateful to Marina de

If you follow us on Facebook (and if you don’t, please do!),

Fazio, who retired in May. She spent

you know that a lot has been happening. We have far more

decades at KU as the tireless leader of

events than I can manage to attend, but let me share my

the beginning- and intermediate-level Italian courses.

experience attending two club events this semester. The

She is revered by both her students and the lecturers she

Italian Club opened

supervised. It was my privilege to attend the retirement

the semester

luncheon with her in May and to host a retirement party

with a bocce ball

for her in the fall.

competition on

We are thrilled

the lawn in front

to welcome

of Watson Library.

Massimiliano Cirulli,

They had a great

who has assumed

turnout, including

Marina’s duties.

all of the leadership of the Italian program. When I left,

He has only been

none of my colleagues said goodbye because they were all

here one semester,

engaged with students, providing the kind of meaningful

but he is already making important contributions and

one-on-one interactions that are so important for students

having a positive impact on the teaching mission of the

at KU.

department. On the French side, I am grateful that Antje
Ziethen was willing to step in and do a phenomenal job

Last week I attended a fondue party put on by the French

as Director of Graduate Studies in the spring while Van

Club, their last activity of the semester. The work that

Kelly was on a well-deserved sabbatical. I am grateful that

Christine Bourgeois puts into this club, along with the

Christine Bourgeois accepted to serve as our Director of

student leadership team, is impressive.

Undergraduate Studies in French and is doing stellar work
for our undergraduates. For both Italian and French Club,
we keep having events that break attendance records. The
competition between the two clubs has never been fiercer.
Finally, a year after hiring Samantha Raines as our office
manager, whose unofficial title is “Chaos Coordinator,” I
am incredibly grateful for her dedication and tireless work
ethic. And I don’t want to forget to express my gratitude
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A final note: My big goal for next year is to try to have our

participating in extracurricular activities organized by our

department and KU designated as a Centre d’excellence by

dedicated faculty and graduate students.

the French government. There are currently 20 universities
in the US with this designation. In the fall KU had a visit

Let me also share with you two of the events we organized

from the Consulate’s scientific attaché and I pitched the

for our graduate students this semester. First we had

idea to him. He seemed very receptive, and was surprised

a visit from KU alumnus Stuart Canning (M.A. ‘96) in

that we weren’t already a Center, given the strength of our

October. Stuart has had an illustrious career and it was

program and resources. As you will read below, last month

inspiring to listen to someone whose current venture

our French Club was awarded second prize in a national

is as the co-founder of a cyber-security firm and who

competition

forcefully advocates for the study of foreign languages

called France on

and liberal arts. In November we continued a tradition of

Campus, sponsored

having a “Public Humanities Career Panel,” where we invite

by the French

people who have humanities graduate degrees and who

government. In the

have careers outside of teaching. This year we included

spring we are going

three of our own graduates, Laura Leonard (Ph.D. 2012),

to see if we can get

Katie Ashley (M.A. 2011), and Megan Belaire (M.A. 2016).

the Consul General
and/or the cultural
attaché from Chicago to come for a visit and hopefully tie
it to the release of the latest issue of our graduate-studentrun scholarly journal Chimères. We are delighted that the
forthcoming issue includes an article by Ron Tobin, who
was department chair when Chimères was founded in
1967. All of this points to the fact that we have a long and
deep-rooted tradition of promoting French at KU. We’ll see
what happens. Stay tuned! As always, I am grateful for the
support our department receives from our alumni
and donors.

All three of them provided excellent advice to graduate

Happy Holidays!

students interested in careers outside of teaching, and all

-Bruce Hayes, Chair

three of them have been quite successful at navigating
their own careers. I love having alumni visit, and I love
seeing how incredibly smart and articulate our
graduates are.
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I love seeing so many students enthusiastically

Message from
the Director of
Graduate Studies
by Van Kelly

The graduate program in French

Alexander, and Matt! I am sure you are glad that that rite

and Francophone Studies has had

of passage is over and done with. Members of last year’s

an enriching year. At our annual fall

graduate studies class, the most international one in

graduate convocation, we welcomed

recent memory—Brigid Enchill and Christopher Yeboah

an incoming class of M.A. and Ph.D.

from Ghana, Ousmane Lecoq Diop from Senegal, Nima

students recruited on the one hand from

Keivani from Iran, and Emily Hoy—continue to do well

Miami University of Oxford, Ohio—Rebecca Wetzel, who is
also a recipient of a highly competitive multi-year Dean’s
Doctoral Fellowship—and recruited, on the other, from
the University of Kansas, whose strong undergraduate
programs often contribute one or two topnotch
candidates to our M.A. in French and Francophone studies,
in this year’s case, Matthew Dunn and Alexander Hansen.
Rebecca, Alexander, and Matthew have just finished

Introduction to Graduate Studies
Conference.

presenting excellent papers

Chimères graduate student conference.

on Marguerite de Navarre

and progress toward comprehensive exams, dissertation

and Gustave Flaubert at

writing, and degree completion. M.A. candidate Emily Hoy

the Department’s annual

is currently in Besançon, France, where she is our Graduate

Introduction to Graduate

Exchange Teacher at the Université de Franche-Comté.

Studies Conference for

M.A. candidates Olivia Cooper and Danielle Schablitsky

beginning graduate

completed their degrees with distinction in the spring.

students. These three

Olivia, also managing editor of the graduate student-

students held up quite well,

run academic journal Chimères, researched, wrote, and

and even prospered, under

successfully defended a Master’s thesis as well, “‘Ung

the usual withering and

Espace de Temps’–The Role of Time in Le Roman de

intense critical interrogation

Gillion de Trazegnies” which examines representations

from the audience, which included the graduate

of time in a medieval Burgundian prose work. Jacob

faculty and fellow graduate students. Bravo, Rebecca,

Hendrix successfully completed his M.A. comprehensive
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examinations this fall. In May, Christina Lord defended her

section Women in French of the Modern Language

doctoral dissertation, “Reimagining the Human in Modern

Association. Andi will be presenting her work at several

French Science Fiction,” with Honors and is currently an

professional conferences in 2019 and 2020, including “La

Assistant Professor at the University of North Carolina

naissance d’un nouveau sujet dans L’amour, la fantasia

at Wilmington. Kristi Roney, KU Ph.D. 2018 and Balzacian

d’Assia Djebar” at the South Atlantic Modern Language

scholar par excellence, was named Visiting Assistant

Association and “Madwoman in Pagli by Ananda Devi” at

Professor of French at Washington and

the Northeastern Modern Language Association. Clarisse

Lee University in Virginia.

Barbier, who is currently writing her dissertation on
games, gaming, and narration in modern French literature,

Our current graduate students have been very active

bandes dessinées, and video games, presented a paper

professionally: among others, two of our doctoral

related to her dissertation, “Le Fond du Trou: A Format

candidates, Brigid Enchill and Ousmane Lecoq Diop,

and Plot Disaster to Question Expected Conventions” at

presented papers at the Kansas African Studies

the 20th & 21st Century French & Francophone Studies

Center’s ninth annual Graduate Research Workshop,

International Colloquium in Oklahoma City, as well as

Brigid speaking about “Assessing the Implications of

publishing an article, “Une maison abandonnée, c’est

Massive Chinese Presence in Africa Today.” Ousmane

comme une histoire inachevée. Espace, corps et récit

presented his paper “Francophonie or Cacophony

dans La Nuit sacrée de Tahar Ben Jelloun” in the journal

in West Africa? Language and Indirectly Culture as

Présence Francophone. Clarisse, who received a KU Ted

Instruments of Influence in a Vision and Approach of

Johnson Interrelations of the Humanities and the Arts

Economic Intelligence” not only at the KASC Graduate

Award this year, has another article forthcoming as well,

Research Workshop but also at the Rocky Mountain

“Stylistique de l’obsession transmise dans Onitsha de

Modern Language Association Convention in El Paso,

J.-M. G. Le Clézio,” in Lingua Romana. Last but certainly

Texas. Furthermore, Ousmane was recipient of a national

not least, M.A. candidate Nima Keivani will be presenting

Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (FLAS)

a paper on Alphonse de Lamartine’s Méditations and Saül

from the U.S. Department of Education for the study of

at the 2020 Cincinnati Conference on Romance & Arabic

Wolof and African area studies at KU. Doctoral candidate

Languages & Literatures at the University of Cincinnati,

Ellen Collier, who was awarded the Department’s prize

and Ph.D. student Brigid Enchill, mentioned earlier, will be

for Excellence in Graduate Studies in 2019, also received

making a scholarly presentation, entitled “Entre colorisme

a competitive Summer Research Award from the KU

et noirisme dans le contexte haïtien: Amour de Marie

Office of Graduate Studies, as well as a Peter Gilles Study

Vieux-Chauvet” at the upcoming 20th & 21st Century

Abroad Scholarship which allowed her to spend six weeks

French & Francophone Studies International Colloquium

in France researching her dissertation at the Bibliothèque

at the University of Nebraska. A number of these scholarly

Nationale de France in Paris. Andi Ghaderi, a doctoral

endeavors have been supported generously by the John E.

student, received a Michael J. Hogan Foreign Language

Magerus Conference Travel Scholarship, John E. Magerus

Fellowship from the Society for Historians of American

having received his Ph.D. in French from KU in 1978.

Foreign Relations, a prestigious KU Hall Center Graduate
Summer Research Award, and a travel award from the
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As you can see, our graduate students’ activities are
very varied and dynamic, and they represent us well in
the university community, nationally, and abroad. At the
graduate recognition luncheon on stop day in May 2020,
we undoubtedly will have many further reasons to be
proud of our students, as they further our longstanding
(and ever-growing!) excellence in French
and Francophone graduate studies.
-Van Kelly,
Director of Graduate Studies

French
Undergraduate
Program
by Christine Bourgeois

This was a banner year for the
undergraduate program at KU. Our
new and improved French Table, Le
Speakeasy, has continued to grow in
popularity with thirty-five participants
in attendance at our last meeting in
December! If you are in Lawrence during the academic
year, stop by and say hello; the group meets on Tuesday
from 5:00-6:00 at McLain’s Market.

Le Speakeasy
hosted by French
Ph.D. students,
Andi Ghaderi and
Clarisse Barbier
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Meanwhile the French Club continued to produce an
active calendar of extracurricular events that are rapidly
becoming KU traditions. We started out 2019 with a Mardi
Gras and crêpe party and went on in the Spring to host
our annual Alpine Party at Decade Coffee with the Italian,
German, and Russian Clubs. In the fall, students enjoyed
pizza and Les Parapluies de Cherbourg at French Cub
movie night, a coffee tasting, at Repetition Coffee, as well
as a Fondue and Game night where all kinds of cheesy
snacks were served including a home-made tartiflette!

2018-2019 French Club
Presidents, Mary Kate
Shellworth and Olivia
Shaffer at Mardi Gras

The really big news, though, is that the leadership of the
French club applied for and won second place in the
French government’s competitive grant competition,

2019-20 French Club Leadership (left to right) Laura Lau, Sydney van
Ophem, Olivia Shaffer, and Phoenix Nghiem

France on Campus. They are going to use the money
to host a big community event on April 26 for the KU
and Lawrence communities called French Around the
World, featuring, food, games, and educational activities
representing France and the francophone world. If you are
in town this spring, come celebrate with us.
-Christine Bourgeois, Director of Undergraduate Studies in
French
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Italian
Undergraduate
Program
by Patrizio Ceccagnoli

2019 was a bittersweet year for the
Italian Program at KU. After decades
of leadership in the field as Director of
the Language Program, Marina de Fazio
happily retired, leaving the program she
contributed to create. We are happy to
have found a worthy colleague in Massimiliano Cirulli, who
joined us this summer along with his beautiful family after
the completion of his doctorate at the University of North
Caroline Chapel Hill. Grazie, Marina! Benvenuto, Massi!

From left to right:
Marina de Fazio,
Bruce Hayes,
Edward Bowen
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In the Spring semester, a friend of the Department,

The Italian Club continues to be the core of our students’

Associate Professor Areli Marina, from Art History,

activities. Amy Pope of Lawrence’s own Repetition Coffee

delivered the Second Annual Lecture for the local chapter

hosted our Jayhawks twice for a demonstration on coffee

of GKA Italian National Honor Society, with a talk on

tasting. We played bocce and ate pizza, of course, and

Langobardic art entitled “A Queen’s Treasure for an

at the end of the academic year we celebrated together

Aspiring Prince: Lord Matteo Visconti at Monza”. In the

with other language students at the Second Annual Alpine

Fall, local artist Laura Grimaldi delivered an interactive

Party, a very much beloved tradition that will continue next

presentation on Tarantism and Southern Italian folk music.

Spring.

Laura Grimaldi singing
an old Italian tune with
one of her tambourines
during the interactive
presentation on
Tarantism

As usual, our Edward Bowen organized an Italian Film
Series for each semester. In the Spring, he organized a
small retrospective of Italian director Paolo Virzì. In the

The Italian Club at one of our many events of the last academic year, a
coffee tasting at Repetition Coffee with Amy Pope and her staff.
https://repetitioncoffee.com/

Fall, he focused his selection on thrillers. Dario Argento’s
Suspiria was surely a scary success! In collaboration with
the KU Career Center and the French Program, Dr. Bowen

-Patrizio Ceccagnoli, Director of Undergraduate Studies in

also organized a professional development workshop

Italian

for our graduating students. Thanks to our indefatigable
Italian lecturers, every Thursday we have been hosting
the popular Tavola Italiana, which attracts students and
members of the local community who love to speak Italian
with us in an informal setting.

Some of our graduating
Italian students with the
new mascot of the Italian
Program. Please meet Vanni,
the posh polyglot sloth. He
speaks slowly so everyone
can understand him!
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Postcards
from France

The Paris Summer Language Institute included a minitravel portion this year. We spent three nights in Caen as
our base and added a trip to Versailles from the airport
at the beginning and a visit to Monet’s beautiful gardens
on the way to Paris at the end. The trip coincided with
the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings and the
liberation of France and we had the opportunity of visiting
important sites associated with this key moment in history,
including Omaha Beach. We visited the US and German
war cemeteries and were fortunate to attend the daily
lowering-of-the-flag ceremony at the Normandy American

In Paris, students took classes at the École l’Étoile with

Cemetery. Other sites included Cancale (for the oysters),

whom we have a decades-long partnership and the

Bayeux (for the tapestry and cathedral), Mont-St-Michel,

school also oversees the homestay accommodations of

and Rouen.

participants. As well as classes, students had cultural
walking tours and museum visits; the former included
coffee-tasting, a visit to a rare bookstore where students
saw first editions of a range of books including Ray
Bradbury’s Martian Chronicles (Mme Sourget specializes
in science fiction as well as works of historical interest),
a chocolate tasting, a candy-store tasting, and a pastry
from Paris’s oldest bakers, Stohrer, founded in 1730.
The program was a combination of discovery of the
historical and cultural landscape in Paris and a deepening
of the French language and we experience the highest
temperature ever recorded in history of 114.6F in Paris,
without air-conditioning!
-Paul Scott, Paris SLI 2019 Director
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Here are some pictures and comments from scholarship

“Hello everyone!

recipients studying in France this year:

My name is Sierra
Sparbanie and I’m a

“Living in France has been

French and Global

a dream of mine for the

and International

last 15 years of my life and

Studies double

something I’ve been seriously

major. I’m currently

pursuing for the last 5.

studying abroad at

Angers, France has taught

l’Université Catholique de l’Ouest in Angers. I’ve been here

me so much about people

since September and since then, I feel as though I have

and life that I would have

gained a much more thorough understanding of French

never learned by staying on

culture. Studying abroad has been an absolutely enriching

campus at KU. I highly recommend that everyone goes

experience for me!”

out of their comfort zone and try studying abroad at least

-Sierra Sparbanie, Angers, Fall 2019

one in their lives. I am so thankful for the Department
of French, Francophone & Italian Studies and the Study

“My time in Paris

Abroad Office for their unending support and all of their

enriched my life in

help for turning my dream into my reality.”

more ways than I

-Tina Kaiser, Angers, 2019-20

thought was possible.
In addition to having
“I absolutely loved my time in

the opportunity

Paris this summer! My French

to visit numerous

abilities were challenged in

monuments and

ways that can’t be achieved

dining at some of the most delicious restaurants of my

in the classroom, and though

life, I was able to improve my French fluency tenfold. I will

at some points it was difficult

forever be appreciative of the time I was able to spend in

and exhausting, it was so

France with the help of a generous scholarship.”

rewarding to actually use

-Skylar Johnson, Paris SLI 2019

the French skills I’ve been
practicing for so many years. I am so grateful I had the
opportunity to study in France, and this was truly an
experience I will remember for the rest of my life!”
-Anna Witwer, Paris SLI 2019
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Postcards
from Italy

The Florence Summer Language Institute this past
summer was led by Edward Bowen and Patrizio
Ceccagnoli. Students in our program took all levels of
language classes at the Scuola Toscana alongside peers
from many other countries. In June, two students did
an independent study on film, fashion, and music, for
which they conducted interviews and created blogs
and videos. In both months, students enjoyed cooking
classes and group visits to popular touristic destinations
such as the Galleria degli Uffizi, Palazzo Pitti, the Marino
Marini Museum, the Brancacci Chapel, and the Salvatore
Ferragamo Museum. While in Italy, some of our students
went to the opera for their first time attending La Traviata
by Giuseppe Verdi or L’Elisir d’Amore by Gaetano Donizetti
at the Teatro del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino. With Dr.
Bowen, students took a day trip to Lucca where they
visited medieval churches, climbed the Giunigi Tower,
and rode bikes on top of the city walls. Dr. Ceccagnoli
brought our Jayhawks to his hometown, Perugia, during
the international music festival Umbria Jazz. Handmade
lasagne were in order, and everybody loved it.
-Edward Bowen and Patrizio Ceccagnoli, Florence SLI
2019 Co-Directors
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Here are some comments and photos from students

My background as a study abroad and language student

studying in Italy this year:

enabled me to be admitted into the competitive 2-year
CIMBA program in Paderno del Grappa, Italy where I am
“Having the opportunity, the

working towards earning a Master’s degree in Business

past three months to live in

Administration. The level of exposure I’ve had while

the eternal city of Rome has

studying abroad back then has helped me tremendously

been one of the most life

to better navigate through the several cultural and

changing experiences. I have

linguistic aspects of Italy today, allowing me to appreciate

faced and accomplished the

and expand my personal, educational and professional

challenge of living in a new

horizons!”

country and adjusting to a

-Jorge Salamanca, KU alumnus

culture completely different
from my own. While it took some adjusting time at the

“I am beyond grateful for the

beginning I am fully thriving in this bustling, lively city of

opportunity to have spent

Rome. Learning how to live in a new society and country

my summer in Florence, Italy.

has helped me mature as an individual and become a more

The experience I had fulfilled

open-minded person.”

every hope I held going

-Daria Bernard-Balatti, Rome, Fall 2019

into the program. I was able
to create an abundance of

“While pursuing

wonderful relationships, excel

a bachelor’s

in speaking and learning the

degree in Italian

Italian language, travel throughout 11 cities in Italy and

at the University

absorb an amazing amount of breath-taking and historical

of Kansas, I was

art. I grew as an artist and person. I felt like I had created

incredibly fortunate

a small community in Florence that I so fond of. When it

to participate in the

came time, I didn’t want to leave. I will always look back on

KU Language and

this summer with so much love and light.

Culture program in Florence in the summer of 2016. This

Every day was a true gift.”

was one of the most significant and impactful experiences

-Ellie Closen, Florence SLI 2019

I’ve ever had! It was through this program that I met so
many incredible people, visited breathtaking places, and
had a very personal approach to the Italian language.
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Faculty News

Tom Booker still enjoys teaching at

Massimiliano Cirulli had his first

all levels, from second-year Honors

semester at KU, quickly adjusting to

sections to graduate courses, including

his new position as coordinator of the

the opportunity this fall to revisit

Italian Language Program. Together

Romanticism. (He identifies more and

with his teaching, he is already at work

more in fact with what Flaubert once

to introduce significant changes in the

wrote to Sainte-Beuve: “Je suis un vieux romantique

structure of the Elementary Italian courses, as well as

enragé, ou encroûté, comme vous voudrez.”) He also

to spread curiosity about the Italian culture through his

enjoys having coffee periodically with David Dinneen,

participation in events such as the World Language Fair,

whose continuing generosity has allowed the department

the Study Abroad Fair, and the “Tavola Italiana” meetings.

to provide substantial scholarship aid to students studying

He was recently appointed as co-director of the Summer

abroad. Increasingly aware that time waits for no man—

2020 KU Study Abroad Program in Florence, Italy.

“… de l’heure fugitive, / Hâtons-nous, jouissons!”—
Tom hopes to initiate a program of phrased retirement,

Christine Bourgeois started 2019 off

starting spring semester 2020. As always, he welcomes

with good news when she learned in

news from former students.

January that she, along with Edward
Bowen, would be accepting the

Edward Bowen participated in the Best

university’s Degree-Level Assessment

Practices Institute at the Center for

Award for their work studying the

Teaching Excellence in May 2019, and

progress of French and Italian students through their

he directed the Florence SLI program in

respective major programs. Pedagogical development

June 2019. One of his highlights of 2019

was the order of the day throughout the spring; Christine

was teaching ITAL 340 “Migration to and

taught a new course on female authorship while designing

from Italy.” His co-edited volume The Cinema of Ettore

the department’s first-ever online class, a course on the

Scola is scheduled to appear in June 2020 with Wayne

Middle Ages in popular culture. Research did not fall by

State University Press.

the wayside though. In April she traveled to Cambridge
University where she presented work on Chrisine de
Pizan’s Livre de la Cité des Dames; the essay that came
out of this workshop is scheduled to appear late next year
in The Futures of Medieval French, a volume honoring the
career of Sarah Kay. In the summer, Christine turned back
to her book project and is excited to have now wrapped
up her final phase of archival research at Getty Museum
in Los Angeles and the Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana in
Florence.
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Bruce Hayes spent a fair amount of time

on Twentieth-Century Italian Poetry in

this year completing final revisions for

the Spring semester and introduced a

his book that will come out in the spring,

new course on Italian Crime Fiction into

Hostile Humor in Renaissance France.

the curriculum in the Fall. In April, he

The cover illustration is a drawing done

presented a paper, “Beyond the Futurist

by his daughter and the index is being

Words-in-Freedom: Marinetti’s Final Poetics and the

done by a former M.A. student, which makes this project

Invention of Visual Poetry” at the annual conference of the

feel extra special. He also received a French Political

John D. Calandra Italian American Institute in New York

Pamphlet Fellowship from BYU and was able to spend two

City. In May, he conducted archival research at The Getty

weeks in August researching their collection of 16th- and

Research Institute in Los Angeles as the recipient of a

17th-century pamphlets.

library grant. His translations from Anne Carson appeared
in Nuovi Argomenti and Italian Poetry Review. With Susan

After a busy spring term that included

Stewart (Princeton University) he published translations

the direction of our first M.A. thesis in

from Antonella Anedda in the winter issue of The Paris

a long time (Olivia Cooper’s wonderful

Review. In collaboration with Professor Franco D’Intino

analysis of the unusual fifteenth-

(University of Rome “La Sapienza”), he published a special

century Burgundian romance, Gillion de

issue of the peer-reviewed journal Costellazioni devoted to

Trazegnies), Caroline Jewers spent the

the work of Romanticist Italian poet Giacomo Leopardi.

summer researching her latest project on the Hystoire de
Giglan (1530) at the British Library. She was able to take

Diane Fourny’s article on “A Strange

part in the conference and annual board meeting of the

Familiarity: Monkeys and Chinamen in

Mediterranean Studies Association, held this year at the

Enlightenment France” appeared in The

University of Crete in the lovely old city of Rethymnon,

French Review last spring 2019 along

and give a paper at the International Courtly Literature

with a book review on Rousseau and

Society meeting at the University of Exeter, in the UK (see

theatre. She prepared a draft article over

the cathedral nave beneath). For fun she toured some of

the summer on the rather sinister “philosophe,” Cornelius

the great early Norman churches of Norfolk, including St

de Pauw who penned an especially nasty study of the

Lawrence, Castle Rising, which dates from the early twelfth

Americas in the 1760s! She also used the summer to finish

century.

revisions of her article on “Resurrecting the West’s First
Full-Length Biography of Confucius: Jean Josèphe Marie
Amiot’s Vie de K’oung-tsé, appellé vulgairement Confucius
(1771-178)” to appear in French History. She recently gave
a conference paper at the East-Central American Society
for Eighteenth Century Studies at Gettysburg College in
October and is looking forward to joining a “Pedagogy in
Practice” roundtable at the national American Society for
Eighteenth Century Studies conference next spring 2020
in Saint Louis, Mo.
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Patrizio Ceccagnoli taught a new course

Mary Byrd Kelly continues to teach

on how art reflects and infiltrates society. It accompanies

courses on French grammar and

the second edition of his anthology of French short stories

phonetics as well as a class in English

and the generic study of the novel in Inner Workings of the

on France and the French. She is

Novel.

currently translating an article
(on the new state of old age) by a
contemporary French writer.

Paul Scott has been working on his booklength study entitled Cognitive Cadavers:
The Evolution of the TV Zombie, which

Van Kelly was on sabbatical leave in

is a cross-cultural look at the new wave

spring 2019 and spent the months of

of sentient zombie figures in televisions

March and June in Dakar, Senegal,

shows across the world (France, the

researching the creation of political,

USA, the UK, and Australia). The project was supported by

social, and esthetic spaces in Senegalese

a research trip to Paris thanks to the International Travel

culture and literature. In June, he

Fund for Humanities Research award and the departmental

participated in the Colloque International “Cheikh

Cramer Award. In October, he gave a paper on décolletage

Hamidou Kane” at the Université Cheikh Anta Diop of

disputes in seventeenth century France at the Society

Dakar, where he presented a paper entitled « Au-delà du

for Interdisciplinary French 17th-Century Studies annual

crépuscule de Samba Diallo: Salif Bâ et Farba Mâri Seck,

conference in Charlotte, NC. During 2019, he had articles

ou la reprise du débat entre tradition et modernisation »,

accepted for publication in Forum for Modern Language

on Cheikh Hamidou Kane’s novels L’Aventure ambiguë and

Studies, Science Fiction Studies, and Early Modern French

Les Gardiens du Temple. This fall, he is teaching one of his

Studies. He does also publish in journals without “Studies”

favorite courses, Francophone Postcolonial Cinema, to a

in their title. At the end of 2019, he co-edited a special

class of excellent French majors.

issue of Œuvres & Critique with Antje Ziethen themed on
“la science-fiction en langue française,” with contributions

It has now been just over a year since
Allan H. Pasco, the Hall Distinguished
Professor of Nineteenth-Century
Literature, was inducted as a Chevalier
in the Ordre des Palmes Académiques.
In the meantime, he was honored with a
lifetime achievement award from Marquis, the institution
that has listed him in Who’s Who in America since 1999.
Routledge Press just published his eleventh book, the
Nineteenth-Century French Short Story: Masterpieces in
Miniature, where he tries to explain why some examples of
the French short story rise well above others as long-lived
masterpieces. Of his most recent books, this one focuses
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from France, the USA, the UK, and Canada.

In spring 2018 Antje Ziethen was

of the elementary- and intermediate-

awarded the Jessie Cramer & Ann

level French program, which includes

Cramer Root Professorship. In April,

TA training and supervision. This year

she pursued research at the Newberry

she and Gillian Weatherley continue

Library in Chicago for her new book

implementation of a new curriculum

Heteropolis: The Urban Americas
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Kim Swanson serves as the director

and materials in the 100- and 200-level classes, with the

in African Literature. During the fall semester, she

aim of better preparing students outside of class through

participated in the Hall Center Fall Colloquium where

newer technologies. Professor Swanson continues her

she presented a recently submitted article on African

research on the phonological acquisition of French and

speculative fiction. Her article « Convergences urbaines: La

English and has four articles currently under review,

ville dans les littératures africaines de l’Atlantique Noir has

which explore both the practical and theoretical sides of

been accepted for publication by the Journal of the African

acquiring certain pronunciation properties of French and

Literature Association.

English. Her latest project is a study on the effects (or lack
of effects) of using dictation in elementary and
intermediate-level French.
Gillian Weatherley continues to enjoy
working with Kim Swanson, primarily
supporting the instructors at the
intermediate level, and implementing the
new curriculum and materials. She really
enjoys teaching the two grammar and
communication courses at the 300-level which provide a
continuity of contact with the students, and is delighted to
see their progress in mastery and confidence. The first two
chapters of Le Pont, an open-access book she is writing,
designed for this cohort of students has been sent out for
review, and she is currently working on chapters 3 and 4.
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