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Overview:
This course will provide an introduction to the various subfields of French linguistics for graduate students with
little or no prior linguistic background. It is cross-listed and meets jointly with the undergraduate course FREN
443. Topics will include major aspects of phonetics/phonology (the sounds/sound system), morphology (word
formation), syntax (sentence structure), pragmatics (language use) and sociolinguistic variation (social, stylistic,
geographical), as well as language attitudes and policies in France and other Francophone regions. Students
will be introduced to theoretical approaches to the study of French linguistics, we and will work on linguistic
analyses of first- and second-language data, as we consider implications for the learning and teaching of French.
The course is taught in French.
Course objectives:
• Gain an understanding of the subfields of French linguistics, and of the linguistic features of French that
are most significant for second language learners.
• Become acquainted with theoretical approaches to the study of linguistics.
• Work on linguistic analyses of first- and second-language data.
• Deepen understanding of linguistic differences between French and English.
• Broaden knowledge of social/stylistic/regional variations of French.
Assignments/Assessment:
Evaluation will be based on class participation/preparation, homework assignments/linguistic analyses, two
shorter exams and a final exam (in-class or take-home), a presentation and a research paper based on a topic of
interest in consultation with the professor.
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